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NOTES AND NEWS 

The following notice is taken from the Nation for November 18, 1909 : 
" A new edition is added to that magnificient Sammelwerh entitled ' Die 
Kultur der Gegenwart, ihre Entwicklung und ihre Ziele,' edited by Pro- 
fessor Paul Hinneberg and published by B. G. Teubner, of Leipzig, of 
Berlin (price, 14 Marks), is a solid tome of nearly six hundred pages 
entitled ' Allgemeine Geschichte der Philosophic,' and is probably the 
most comprehensive work of the kind in existence. It is the joint product 
of eight authorative savants. The introduction dealing with the begin- 
nings of philosophy and the philosophy of primitive peoples, is from the 
pen of Professor Welhelm Wundt. Part I., ' Die Indische Philosophic ' is 
the work of Professor Hermann Oldenberg; Part II., 'Islamic and Jew- 
ish Philosophy,' by Ignaz Goldziher, discusses the influence of this 
thought on the scholastic writers of the middle ages; Part ni., 'The 
Philosophy of China,' by Dr. Wilhelm Grube, contains an unusual amount 
of new and hitherto inaccessible matter ; Part IV., ' The Philosophy of 
Japan,' by Tetsujiro Inouye, can naturally claim unusual interest; Part 
V., discussing the philosophy of the Europe of antiquity, is by Dr. Hans 
von Arnim; Part VI., which treats of European philosophy in the middle 
ages, is by Professor Clemens Baumker, and the seventh and final part is 
a discussion of modern philosophy by Dr. Wilhelm Windelbrand. Each 
part is subdivided into four or more heads, and has a bibliography. It 
would be hard to get more solid information and more suggestive data to 
the square inch than is to be found in this new history of philosophy." 

Science for November publishes, under the heading " The Progress of 
Science," a discussion of the work of William Thomson, Lord Kelvin. 
The discussion was suggested, evidently, by the recent celebration of the 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin, and immediately 
prompted by the publication in the Proceedings of the Eoyal Society of 
an account of the scientific work of Lord Kelvin, written by Sir Joseph 
Larmor. Science quotes from this account by Sir Larmor part of the 
address made by Lord Eoseberry upon his succession to the office of 
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Chancellor of the University of Glasgow, previously held by Kelvin. " In 
my previous intercourse with Lord Kelvin," Lord Roseberry said in his 
installation address, " what struck me was his tenacity, his laboriousness, 
his indefatigable humility. In him was visible none of the supercilious- 
ness or scorn which sometimes embarrass the strongest intellects. With- 
out condescension, he placed himself at once on a level with his com- 
panion. That has seemed to me a characteristic of such great men of 
science as I have chanced to meet. They are always face to face with the 
transcendent mysteries of nature. . . . Such labors produce a sublime 
calm, and it was that which seemed always to pervade Lord Kelvin. 
Surely in an age fertile in distinction, but not lavish of greatness, he was 
truly great." 

Great regret is felt by all scholars for the death of Henry Charles 
Lea, whose distinguished and remarkable work in history was the cul- 
mination of a long life of activity as a scholar and as a publisher. Mr. 
Lea's serious historical work was not begun until after his sixtieth year. 
In 1888 appeared the " History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages." 
" Chapters from the Religious History of Spain, Connected with the 
Spanish Inquisition " followed this in 1890 ; " A Formulary of the Papal 
Pententiary in the Thirteenth Century," appeared in 1892; "A History 
of Auricular Confession and Indulgences," in 1906; "The Moricos of 
Spain, Their Conversion and Expulsion," in 1901 ; " A History of the 
Inquisition of Spain," and " The Inquisition in the Spanish Dependen- 
cies," in 1908. Mr. Lea was active also as a worker in the problems of 
social reform. He was president of the Philadelphia branch of The 
American Science Association and also of the Reform Club. In 1892, he 
had a large share in the founding of the department of hygiene in the 
University of Pennsylvania, and erected for the department a laboratory. 
Mr. Lea died at the age of eighty-four years. 

We regret to record the death of William Torrey Harris, which oc- 
curred in Providence, Rhode Island, on the fifth of November. Dr. Harris 
was in his seventy-fifth year. Soon after his resignation from the office 
of United States Commissioner of Education (an office that he had held 
since 1889), Dr. Harris showed signs of a serious disturbance of his 
health, and his death was due to this difficulty. No one saw him in the 
last days of his illness without being struck anew by his calm strength, 
his benignity, and his constant mental activity. The Journal hopes to 
publish soon an appreciation of his work. 

We note with regret the death of Dr. Hugh Blackburn, emeritus pro- 
fessor in mathematics at the University of Glasgow. Dr. Blackburn was, 
in 1849, appointed the successor at Glasgow of Professor James Thomson, 
the father of Lord Kelvin, and continued in that position until his re- 
tirement from active service in 1879. Dr. Blackburn died on October 9 
at the age of eighty-six years. 



